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REPLY TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 


Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 2327 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Sir: 


RECEIVED 

DEC 1 $ 2002 

TECH CENTER 1§00/2900 


Responsive to the Restriction Requirement dated November 7, 2002, the claim of Group I 
(Claim 3), drawn to a method of reducing non-specific binding of a target molecule to 
oligonucleotides on a surface of a solid support, is elected for prosecution. The Examiner has 
indicated that Claims 1, 2, 6-9 and 12 are linking claims for Groups I-III (Claims 3, 4 and 5) and 
will consider these claims along with the claim of the elected group. Applicants reserve the right 
to file a continuing application or take such other appropriate action as deemed necessary to 
protect the non-elected inventions. Applicants do not hereby abandon or waive any rights in the 
non-elected inventions. 

Responsive to the requirement for an election of species for searching purposes, 
Applicants hereby elect photolabile protecting groups as the species in step (b) of Claim 1 . 
Claims readable on the elected species are 1-3, 6, 7, 9 and 12. 
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Further responsive to the requirement for an election of species for searching purposes, 
Applicants hereby elect compounds represented by Formula II as the species in step 2) of Claims 
6 and 9. Claims readable on the elected species are 1-3 and 6-9. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

An Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) is being filed concurrently herewith. Entry of 
the IDS is respectfully requested. 
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